
About the book 

The Vietnam War still has the 

power to divide Americans be-

tween those for it and those 

against. Today it also divides us, 

just as surely, between those who 

remember its era firsthand and 

those not yet born when the troops 

came home. There may be no 

better bridge across these twin 

divides than Tim O'Brien's novel in 

stories The Things They Car-

ried. The details of warfare may 

have changed since Vietnam, but 

O'Brien's semi-autobiographical 

account of a young platoon on a 

battlefield without a front, dodging 

sniper fire and their own misgiv-

ings, continues to win legions of 

dedicated readers, both in uniform 

and out.  

Middletown is reading  

The Things They Carried 

You can also sign up to receive reminders 
for events. Just text the message 
@thebigread to (630)882-5660 or email 
thebigread@mail.remind101.com. 

 
What is The Big Read? 

 

The Big Read is a program of the National 

Endowment for the Arts, designed to revital-

ize the role of literature in American culture 

and to encourage citizens to read for pleasure 

and enlightenment. The NEA presents The 

Big Read in partnership with Arts Midwest. 

 

The Big Read answers a big need. It provides 

citizens with the opportunity to read and dis-

cuss a single book within their communi-

ties. The Big Read supports organizations 

across the country in developing community-

wide reading programs which encourage 

reading and participation by diverse audienc-

es. Organizations selected to participate in 

The Big Read receive a grant, access to online 

training resources and opportunities, and ed-

ucational and promotional materials designed 

to support widespread community involve-

ment. 

 

Each community event lasts approximately 

one month and includes a kick-off event to 

launch the program locally; major events de-

voted specifically to the book (panel discus-

sions, author reading, and the like); events 

using the book as a point of departure (film 

screenings, theatrical readings, and so forth); 

and book discussions in diverse locations and 

aimed at a wide range of audiences. 

 

Wondering what The Big Read is? 
Or what the book is about? Curi-
ous as to when things are taking 
place? All of  this and more can 
be found inside.  

For a more detailed description and up-
dates on events, check out: 
http://tinyurl.com/thebigread2013  
 
Want to save your seat for events?  
Use our form: 
http://tinyurl.com/savemeaseat  

mailto:thebigread@mail.remind101.com
http://tinyurl.com/thebigread2013
http://tinyurl.com/savemeaseat


When What Where Additional Information 

10/1 Tuesday  Copies of The Things They Carried    

distributed  

Gardner-Harvey Library and MidPointe 

Library Middletown  

Books will remain available for pickup at both locations 

throughout the months of October and November. 

10/28 Monday 

7:00pm—9:00pm  

The Things They Carried: Let the  

Discussion Begin!  

Miami University Middletown  

Verity Lodge  

 Talk on Middletown history during the Vietnam War by 

Sam Ashworth 

 Light refreshments available 

10/29 Tuesday 

6:30pm—7:45pm 

“Letters on the Edge:  Miami Students 

Through the Wars.” 
Cincinnati State Middletown Campus Presented by Kim Tully, Special Collections Librarian, Miami 

University 

11/1 Friday 

7:00pm—9:00pm  

Screening of A Soldier’s Sweetheart  Robert “Sonny” Hill Community Cen-

ter  

Movie is based on the story “Sweetheart of the Song Tra Bon” 

from the book.  

11/7 Thursday 

1:30pm—2:30pm 

The Things They Carried Book  

Discussion 

Gardner-Harvey Library  Book discussion open to all.  

11/7 Thursday 

6:30pm—9:00pm  

Dr. James Westheider Presentation  MidPointe Library Middletown  UC professor/author of two books on African Americans and 

the Vietnam War  

11/11 Monday 

12:00pm—2:00pm  

Veterans Day Ceremony @ Noon; 

followed by screening of The Day  

Remembered @ 1:00pm 

Miami University Middletown 

142 Johnston Hall  

Film is a documentary on the wounded members of a U.S.  

Marine battalion in Afghanistan.  

11/12 Tuesday 

5:00pm—7:00pm 

Screening of Restrepo:  One Platoon, One 

Valley, One Year  

Miami University Middletown 

142 Johnston Hall  

Film is a documentary of an American platoon in Afghanistan.  

11/14 Thursday 

6:30pm—8:30pm  

Book discussion of The Things They  

Carried  

MidPointe Library Middletown  Book discussion open to all.  

11/16 Saturday 

2:00pm—4:00pm 

and 

 6:00pm—8:00pm  

True Theatre of Cincinnati  

Storytelling Program 

Afternoon at Middletown Area Senior 

Center; 

Evening at Miami University  

Middletown, 142 Johnston Hall  

Two storytellers will teach the audience how to tell their own 

stories and there will be a performance at the end of the pro-

gram 

11/18 Monday 

8:00am—9:00pm  

StoryCorps, Miami Style  Miami University Middletown 

Gardner-Harvey Library  

Anyone is welcome to come to the library to record a brief 

story of their own during the library’s open hours. We will 

hold a live storytelling event from 7:00p-8:30p for anyone who 

would like to tell their story in front of a group (or hear the 

stories of others).  

11/19 Tuesday 

6:00pm—7:30pm  

Thought Sherpas – Brian Domino and 

Lauren Matus 

Miami University Middletown 

Verity Lodge  

Philosophical discussion on themes in The Things They  

Carried  

11/21 Thursday 

2:30pm—8:00pm  

The Big Read Student Displays and 

Book Fair  

Middletown High School  During teacher conferences, students will be on hand to dis-

cuss their posters in the media center along with a book fair.  

11/21 Thursday  

7:00pm—9:00pm  

Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried  

(A Dramatic Presentation) 

Miami University Middletown 

Finkelman Auditorium  

Join us for a dramatic look at the stories within The Things They 

Carried, adapted for the stage by Bekka Easton Reardon.  

Admission is free.  


